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C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L
O F

H O W A R D  C O U N T Y,  M A R Y L A N D

2006 Legislative Session                                                                          Legislative Day No. 11
July 31, 2006

HOWARD COUNTY TO WIT:

The Chairman called the session to order at 4:30 p.m.  

Christopher Merdon, Chairman; Calvin Ball, Council Member; Charles Feaga, Council 
Member; Guy Guzzone, Council Member; and Ken Ulman, Council Member, were present. 

Sheila Tolliver; Administrator to the County Council; Jennifer Sager, Legislative 
Coordinator; and Barbara Cook, County Solicitor, were also present.

FINAL CONSIDERATION

The Chairman moved to remove Council Resolution No. 78-2006 and Council Resolution 
No. 80-2006 from the table and add the resolutions to the Consent Agenda.  His motion was 
seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the motion was:  Yea:  Council Members 
Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

The motion passed. 

The Chairman moved to adopt the following legislation:

Consent

Council Resolution No. 78, 2006 – Confirming the appointment of Noor Oweis to the Human 
Rights Commission

______________________________________________________________________________
Council Resolution No. 80-2006 – Confirming the appointment of Tracey L. Williams to the 

Board of Social Services
______________________________________________________________________________
Council Resolution No. 96-2006 – Confirming the appointment of Janice L. Biennas to the 

Howard County Local Children’s Board.
______________________________________________________________________________
Council Resolution No. 97-2006 – Confirming the appointment of Susanne Gibbons to the 

Commission on Aging.
______________________________________________________________________________
Council Resolution No 98-2006 – Confirming the appointment of Sonya Sloan-Howard to the 

Howard County Local Children’s Board.
______________________________________________________________________________
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Council Resolution No. 99-2006 – Confirming the appointment of Troy S. Weaver to the 
Howard County Local Children’s Board.

______________________________________________________________________________
Council Resolution No. 100-2006 – Confirming the reappointment of Patrick J. Clancy to the 

Board of Library Trustees.
______________________________________________________________________________
Council Resolution No. 101-2006 - Confirming the reappointment of Charles H. McLaughlin to 

the Board of Library Trustees.
______________________________________________________________________________
Council Resolution No. 102-2006 – Introduced by Christopher J. Merdon, Chairman -

Establishing a Surplus School Use Committee to study the disposition of the former 
Gateway School site; providing for a certain public meeting; providing for the 
Committee’s membership, duties, and lifespan; setting certain deadlines

______________________________________________________________________________
Council Resolution No. 107-2006 – Introduced by Calvin Ball, Guy Guzzone, Christopher 

Merdon, Ken Ulman - Condemning hate bias incidents in Howard County, Maryland and 
encouraging inclusion, understanding, friendship, and kindness among Howard County 
citizens.

______________________________________________________________________________
Council Bill No. 61-2006 – Making technical corrections to the Howard County Code; correcting 

certain cross-referencing errors in the Howard County Code; providing that this Act is 
not intended to affect any law other than to correct technical errors

______________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the consent legislation was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Council Resolutions No. 78-2006, No. 80-2006,  No. 96-2006, No. 97-2006, No. 98-
2006, No. 99-2006, No. 100-2006, No. 101-2006, No. 102-2006, No. 107-2006 and Council Bill 
No. 61-2006 passed.

Council Resolution No. 95-2006 –Confirming the appointment of Carol A. Beatty to the Howard 
County Local Children’s Board.

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to table Council Resolution No. 95-2006.  His motion was 

seconded by Mr. Guzzone.  The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the motion to table the 
resolution was:  Yea:  Council Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Council Resolution No. 95-2006 was tabled.

Financial

Supplementary Budget & Appropriation Ordinance No. 1-Fiscal Year 2007 – Transferring 
$340,000 from the Grant Fund Contingency to the Circuit Court for a grant to acquire 
digital recording technology.

______________________________________________________________________________
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The Chairman moved to adopt Supplementary Budget & Appropriation Ordinance No. 1-
Fiscal Year 2007.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the ordinance was:  Yea:  Council Members 
Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman.

Supplementary Budget & Appropriation Ordinance No. 1-Fiscal Year 2007 passed.

Council Bill No. 50-2006 - Supplementing Council Bill No. 35-2006 to allow proceeds of the 
County's Consolidated Public Improvement Commercial Paper Bond Anticipation Notes, 
Series D, to be used to finance certain capital projects and project costs described in Council 
Bills Nos. 28-2006, 29-2006, 30-2006, 31-2006 and 32-2006; and supplementing Council 
Bill No.  34-2006 to allow proceeds of the County's Consolidated Public Improvement 
Bonds and/or Metropolitan District Bonds authorized thereby to be used to refinance such 
capital projects and project costs

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 50-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
Council Bill No. 50-2006 passed.

General

Council Bill No. 51-2006 – Introduced by Christopher J. Merdon - Establishing a tax credit for 
certain conservation land under certain conditions;  establishing the terms, conditions, 
and duration of the credit; providing for an application procedure and administration of 
the credit

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 51-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
Council Bill No. 51-2006 passed.

Council Bill No. 52-2006 – Introduced by Charles C. Feaga - Amending the 2000 Howard 
County General Plan by extending the Planned Service Area Boundary for Public Water 
and Sewer westward to include approximately 3.08 acres of land adjoining the Fulton 
Station Center; and authorizing the amended changes to be attached to the 2000 County 
General Plan

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 52-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzoe.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
Council Bill No. 52-2006 passed.
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Council Bill No. 53-2006 – Introduced by Charles C. Feaga - Amending the Howard County 
Code’s Agricultural Land Preservation Requirements to allow Howard County Land 
Preservation Easements to increase the standard 1-acre maximum lot size, under certain 
circumstances

______________________________________________________________________________
Council Bill No. 54-2006 (ZRA-73) – Introduced by Charles C. Feaga - Amending the Howard 

County Zoning Regulations to allow certain Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation 
Foundation parcels to increase their maximum lot size and to revise the Bulk 
Requirements for Howard County Land Preservation Easements to allow an increase in 
the standard 1 acre maximum lot size, under certain circumstances

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 53-2006 and Council Bill No. 54-2006.  

His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bills was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
Council Bill No. 53-1006 and Council Bill No. 54-2006 passed.

Council Bill No. 55-2006 (ZRA-74) – Introduced by The Chairman at the request of Marsha S. 
McLaughlin, Director - Amending the Howard County Zoning Regulations to permit the 
transfer of a portion of a recorded preservation parcel to another adjoining parcel that is 
also entirely protected by an agricultural, environmental or historical preservation 
easement

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 55-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
Council Bill No. 55-2006 passed.

Council Bill No. 56-2006 – Introduced by Calvin Ball, Guy Guzzone, and Ken Ulman -
Amending the Howard County Code to permit the Zoning Board to use mediation as a 
tool during its land use deliberation process

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 56-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.

The Chairman moved to adopt Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 56-2006 as follows:

(This amendment would:
1. Exclude “change or mistake” piecemeal zoning cases from mediation; and
2. Add the Howard County Community College as an acceptable mediator; and 
3. Clarify that mediation is not permissible after a vote has been taken by the Zoning 

Board).

On the title page, in the second line of the title, strike “its” and substitute “certain” and 
strike “deliberation process” and substitute “deliberations”.
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On page 2, in line 16, after “APPLICATION” insert  “, OTHER THAN PIECEMEAL 
MAP AMENDMENT CASES BASED ON THE CHANGE/MISTAKE RULE AS 
ESTABLISHED BY MARYLAND CASE LAW,”. 

On page 2, in line 16, after “TO” insert “THE MEDIATION AND CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION CENTER AT HOWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE OR”.

On page 2, in line 27, after the period, insert “MEDIATION SHALL NOT OCCUR 
AFTER THE ZONING BOARD VOTES ON A PETITION.”.
______________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the amendment was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 56-2006 passed.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill as amended was:  Yea:  Council 

Members Merdon, Ball, Guzzone and Ulman; Nay:  Council Member Feaga.. 
Council Bill No. 56-2007 passed as amended.

Council Bill No. 57-2006 – Introduced by Calvin Ball, Guy Guzzone, and Ken Ulman -
Amending the Howard County Code to include additional requirements for County 
mandated pre-submission community meetings

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 57-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.

The Chairman moved to adopt Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 57-2006 as follows:

(This amendment would specify that notification signs are double-sided and posted 
perpendicular to the road which serves as the mailing address of the subject property).

On page 3, in line 11, after “BE”, insert “DOUBLE-SIDED,”.

On page 3, in line 15, after “POSTING.”, insert “THE POSTERS SHALL BE ERECTED 
PERPENDICULAR TO THE ROAD WHICH SERVES AS THE MAILING ADDRESS OF 
THE SUBJECT PROPERTY.”.

On page 5, in line 16, after “BE”, insert “DOUBLE-SIDED,”.

On page 5, in line 20, after “POSTING.”, insert “THE POSTERS SHALL BE ERECTED 
PERPENDICULAR TO THE ROAD WHICH SERVES AS THE MAILING ADDRESS OF 
THE SUBJECT PROPERTY.”.
______________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the amendment was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 57-2006 passed.
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The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill as amended was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Council Bill No. 57-2006 passed as amended.

Council Bill No. 58-2006 – Introduced by Calvin Ball, Guy Guzzone, and Ken Ulman:-
Amending the Howard County Code to require petitioners to submit supporting materials 
for Planning Board meetings or hearings two weeks prior to the meeting date; and 
requiring the Department of Planning and Zoning to submit its Technical Staff Reports at 
least two weeks prior to a public hearing or meeting, under certain circumstances

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 58-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.

The Chairman moved to adopt Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 58-2006 as follows:

(This amendment would change the references to “supporting materials” throughout the bill to 
“other technical reports”).

On the title page, in lines 1 and 2, strike “supporting materials” and substitute “other 
technical reports”.

On pages 4 and 5, in lines 29 and 1 respectively, strike “SUPPORTING MATERIALS” 
and substitute “TECHNICAL REPORTS”.

On page 5, in line 5, strike “SUPPORTING INFORMATION” and substitute “OTHER 
TECHNICAL REPORTS”.
______________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on Amendment No. 1 was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 58-2006 passed.

The Chairman moved to adopt Amendment No. 2 to Council Bill No. 58-2006 as follows:

(This amendment would permit parties to introduce new evidence during deliberations and 
require the opposition party to be granted a postponement when new information is submitted to 
the planning board or zoning board and clarify that failure of DPZ to meet its two week deadline 
will result in a postponement).

On page 5, in line 10, after the period, strike “HOWEVER,”

On page 5, in line 10, after the period, insert “ANY OTHER TECHNICAL REPORTS 
SUBMITTED DURING PLANNING BOARD OR ZONING BOARD DELIBERATIONS 
SHALL RESULT IN THE GRANTING OF AT LEAST A TWO WEEK POSTPONEMENT 
FOR THE OPPOSING PARTY, UPON REQUEST.”. 
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On page 5, in line 13, before the period, insert “AND GRANT THE PARTIES AT 
LEAST A TWO WEEK POSTPONEMENT, UPON REQUEST”.

On page 5, in line 23, after the period, insert “FAILURE TO ADHERE TO THIS 
PROVISION WILL RESULT IN A POSTPONEMENT IN CONSIDERATION OF THE 
REPORT UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING OR HEARING.”.
_____________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on Amendment No. 2 was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Amendment No. 2 to Council Bill No. 58-2006 passed.

The Chairman moved to adopt Amendment No. 5 to Council Bill No. 58-2006 as follows:
(This amendment would require that an initial hearing not be scheduled until all unanswered 
questions in the DPZ’s technical staff report are answered).

On page 5, in line 23, after the period,  insert  “ANY INITIAL MEETING OR 
HEARING SHALL NOT BE SCHEDULED UNTIL ALL QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING IN THEIR TECHNICAL STAFF REPORT 
ARE ANSWERED BY THE PETITIONER, AS DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING AND ZONING.”. 
______________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on Amendment No. 5 was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Guzzone and Ulman; Nay:  Council Member Feaga.. 

Amendment No. 5 to Council Bill No. 58-2006 passed.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill as amended was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Guzzone and Ulman; Nay:  Council Member Feaga.. 

Council Bill No. 58-2006 passed as amended.

Council Bill No. 59-2006 – Introduced by Calvin Ball, Guy Guzzone, and Ken Ulman -
Amending the Howard County Code to add additional posting requirements for land use 
cases

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 59-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.

The Chairman moved to adopt Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 59-2006 as follows:
(This amendment would specify that notification signs are double-sided and posted 
perpendicular to the road which serves as the mailing address of the subject property).

On page 2, in line 14, after “BE”, insert “DOUBLE-SIDED,”.
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On page 2, in line 18, after “posting.”, insert “THE POSTERS SHALL BE ERECTED 
PERPENDICULAR TO THE ROAD WHICH SERVES AS THE MAILING ADDRESS OF 
THE SUBJECT PROPERTY.”.

On page 3, in line 9, after “BE”, insert “DOUBLE-SIDED,”.

On page 3, in line 14, after “POSTING.”, insert “THE POSTERS SHALL BE ERECTED 
PERPENDICULAR TO THE ROAD WHICH SERVES AS THE MAILING ADDRESS OF 
THE SUBJECT PROPERTY.”.
______________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the amendment was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 59-2006 passed.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill as amended was:  Yea:  Council 

Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman.
Council Bill No. 59-2006 passed as amended.

Council Bill No. 60-2006 (ZRA-66) – Introduced by The Chairman at the request of Marsha S. 
McLaughlin, Director - Amending the Howard County Zoning Regulation’s definition of 
Moderate Income Housing Unit to base the eligibility on median income in Howard 
County

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 60-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
Council Bill No. 60-2006 passed.

Council Bill No. 63-2006 (ZRA –75) - Introduced by Christopher J. Merdon - amending the 
Howard County Zoning Regulations to permit existing Housing for the Elderly and/or 
Handicapped Persons, which was approved by special exception, to convert to Age-
restricted Adult Housing conditional use dwelling units, under certain circumstances.

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 63-2006.  His motion was seconded by 

Mr. Guzzone.

The Chairman moved to adopt Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 63-2006 as follows:
(This amendment would clarify that other special exception requirements would remain in effect 
despite the age adjustment).

On page 5, in line 26, after “USES” insert  “,WITH RESPECT TO MINIMUM AGE 
RESTRICTIONS ONLY,”. 
______________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.
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The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the amendment was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 63-2006 passed.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill as amended was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Council Bill No. 63-2006 passed as amended.

Council Resolution No. 104-2006 - Authorizing and directing the Howard County Office of Law 
to institute condemnation proceedings in the Circuit Court of Howard County, Maryland 
for the acquisition of a portion of Parcel 414, Block 3, Tax Map 34 containing 0.237 
acres, which is necessary for the construction of a traffic roundabout as part of Capital 
Project No. J-4184, Triadelphia Mill Road/Highland Intersect

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Resolution No. 104-2006.  His motion was 

seconded by Mr. Guzzone.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the resolution was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
Council Resolution No. 104-2006 passed.

Council Resolution No. 105-2006 – Authorizing the County Executive to grant an easement on 
property owned by the County at the Mayfield Repair Center to Baltimore Gas and 
Electric Company, its successors and assigns, for the construction, installation, 
reconstruction, relocation, operation and maintenance of electrical equipment; waiving 
the advertising and bidding requirements of Section 4.201 of the Howard County Code; and 
providing that the County Executive is not bound to grant the easement if he finds that it 
may have a further public use and submits his finding to the County Council for its 
consideration

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to adopt Council Resolution No. 105-2006.  His motion was 

seconded by Mr. Guzzone.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the resolution was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
Council Resolution No. 105-2006 passed.

Council Bill No. 47-2006 (ZRA-70) – Introduced by the Chairman at the request of Woodlands, 
LLC. - Amending the Howard County Zoning Regulations to delete the commercial 
setback provision and reduce the open space setback provision in the POR (Planned Office 
Research) Zoning District

______________________________________________________________________________
The Chairman moved to remove Council Bill No. 47-2006 from the table.  His motion was 

seconded by Mr. Guzzone.
The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the motion was:  Yea:  Council Members 

Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 
The motion to remove Council Bill No. 47-2006 from the table passed.
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The Chairman moved to adopt Council Bill No. 47-2006.  His motion was seconded by 
Mr. Guzzone.

The Chairman moved to adopt Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 47-2006 as follows:
(This amendment deletes the proposed change in the structure and use setback from residential 
districts and modifies the proposed setback from other zoning districts.)

On page 1, strike lines 15 and 16. 
On page 1, strike line 17 and substitute: 

“b. From any other zoning district [[30]] 0 feet
EXCEPT FROM ADJOINING OPEN SPACE 10 FEET”.

On page 1, in line 18, strike “B.” and substitute “C.”. 

On page 1, in line 19, strike “C.” and substitute “D.”. 
______________________________________________________________________________
His motion was seconded by Mr. Guzzone.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the amendment was:  Yea:  Council Members 
Merdon, Ball, Feaga, Guzzone and Ulman. 

Amendment No. 1 to Council Bill No. 47-2006 passed.

The roll call vote called by the Chairman on the bill as amended was:  Yea:  Council 
Members Ball, Guzzone and Ulman; Nay:  Council Members Merdon and Feaga.

Council Bill No. 47-2006 passed as amended.

ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman adjourned the legislative session at 5:05 p.m.

TABLED LEGISLATION

Council Resolution No. 95-2006 –Confirming the appointment of Carol A. Beatty to the Howard 
County Local Children’s Board.  (Tabled 7/31/06)

______________________________________________________________________________


